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2013 Professional Gardener Program

Program Description: The Professional Gardener Program educates students to be professional horticulturists, skilled in the art and science of horticulture. The two-year education program combines rigorous academic curriculum and experiential work internships to prepare individuals for employment as professional horticulturists in public, private, and commercial horticulture. Matriculation in the Professional Gardener Program begins January of each year.
Students in the Program learn to identify, grow, and maintain superior, healthy plants indoors and outdoors. Students are educated in botanical, horticultural, soil, and design principles, and they are given multiple opportunities to practice and communicate this knowledge.

Application Requirements: Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED, have at least one year’s work experience in horticulture, possess a valid driver’s license, and possess an interest in continued study and practice in the profession of horticulture. Application packets must be received and complete by July 1 of the year preceding matriculation for full consideration.
Selection Process: The PG Selection Committee will consider all complete application packets received by the deadline. Applicants will be notified by the end of July if they are invited for an interview with the PG Selection Committee. Interviews will take place in September. Only 8-10 applicants will be offered admission into the Program annually. Candidates for the Program will be notified by phone as well as in writing. If selected for admission into the Program, candidates must pass drug screening and a physical examination by Longwood’s designated occupational health facility to complete their admission. Professional Gardener students are employees of Longwood Gardens, thus proof of citizenship and/or employment eligibility will be required before starting the Professional Gardener Program.
Those applicants not selected for the Program will be notified in writing, only. If not accepted into the Program, applicants must complete a new application packet to be considered for a subsequent year’s matriculation.
Additional Information: Visit Longwood Gardens Education Department website at www.longwoodgardens.org/education. Please, feel free to contact the Office of Domestic & International Studies to schedule a personal visit of Longwood Gardens and to meet students and staff involved with the Program.
COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKETS MUST INCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS:

1. Completed Application Form
2. Statement of Purpose: Submit a one-page (500 word max.) typed statement explaining your interest in horticulture; your educational and career goals including a timeline for achievement; and why the PG Program is the right program, based on your background and experience, to help you accomplish your goals. This statement should amplify, but not duplicate, information supplied elsewhere in the application.

3. Résumé: Submit a summary of your work and educational experiences.

4. Official Transcript(s): If you have been awarded an undergraduate or graduate degree, request an official college/university transcript from the degree-granting institution. Otherwise, request an official transcript from the respective institutions for all high school, college, and/or university courses. Transcripts should be mailed directly from the educational institution to the address below.

5. Work and Academic References: Refer to the guidelines located in this document. Two reference letters are required, one from an employer or work supervisor and one from an academic advisor or faculty member.
MAIL or E-MAIL TO: 
Longwood Gardens
Education Dept., Office of Domestic & International Studies
P.O. Box 501
Kennett Square, PA 19348-0501
USA

Telephone: 610-388-5401
FAX: 610-388-5488
E-mail: edu-studies@longwoodgardens.org 
APPLICATION FORM
(Please, enter information into the form fields provided, using Microsoft Word or by printing legibly.)

	Name (Last, First, MI):

     


	Current Home Address:
     

	City:
     

	State:
     

	Zip:
     


	Home Phone Number:
     

	Cell Phone Number:

     

	E-mail address:      


	Who has been most influential in your decision to pursue horticulture as a profession?
     


	How do you handle conflict? How do you resolve conflict?
     


	Describe a garden that has inspired your interest in horticulture.
     


	How would you personally like to apply sustainable practices to the horticultural field?
     


	In what volunteer or extra-curricular activities are you active? What is your role, and how have you shown leadership?
     



	Given proper instruction and safety equipment, are you willing and physically able to meet the following work and behavior expectations? (Answer yes or no)

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 1. Apply agricultural chemicals (pesticides)

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 6. Lift 50 pounds
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 2. Operate mechanized tools, e.g. rototiller and mowers
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 7. Dig trees with hand tools
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 3. Operate large equipment, e.g. tractors and loaders
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 8. Operate a chain saw
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 4. Climb trees using rope and saddle


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 9. Be elevated in a bucket truck
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 5. Work in adverse weather conditions


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 10. Work from a ladder or lift
If you answered “no” to any of the above, please explain below.
     


	Do you have a valid driver’s license?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

A valid driver’s license is a prerequisite for consideration for admission into the Program. All students must be able to access all of the different parts of Longwood’s facilities by motorized vehicle. Exceptions to this requirement may be granted on a case-by-case basis for disabled applicants otherwise qualified for the Program and who have requested accommodation for their disability.  

 
	Are you prevented from lawfully becoming employed in the US because of visa or immigration status?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

If not, provide your visa status with documentation. 

	PROFESSIONAL REFEREES

List below the names, titles, addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses of the persons from whom you have requested references. Note: these are professional references, not personal or character references. No reference shall be from a relative or personal friend.
1. Employer or Work Supervisor:

     
2. Academic Advisor or Faculty Member:

     



	How did you discover the Longwood Gardens Professional Gardener Program? (check all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friend/Relative who visited Longwood 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conference, e.g. PLANET, FFA, NJHA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High School Teacher/Advisor


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Personal visit to Longwood

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 College Professor/Advisor


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Former Longwood Student


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print Advertisement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
If an advertisement, in what publication?      


	Have you applied for this program before?  FORMDROPDOWN 
     If yes, when?      

	
By signing and dating this form or by typing my name and date in the form fields below:

1. I certify that all of the above and attached information is factually true; honestly presented; and my own, original work.
2. I do hereby waive and renounce all rights of access, including those established by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), to any letter or letters of reference or confidential letters of recommendation.
3. I authorize Longwood Gardens to conduct any investigations under The Fair Credit Reporting Act.
Signature     





Date     



REFERENCE GUIDELINES
(Please, give to the person from whom you are requesting a letter of reference.)

The Professional Gardener Program educates students to be professional horticulturists, skilled in the art and science of horticulture. The two-year education program combines rigorous academic curriculum and experiential work internships to prepare individuals for employment as professional horticulturists in public, private, and commercial horticulture. Matriculation in the Professional Gardener Program begins January of each year.

Students in the Program learn to identify, grow, and maintain superior, healthy plants indoors and outdoors. Students are educated in botanical, horticultural, soil, and design principles, and they are given multiple opportunities to practice and communicate this knowledge.

The applicant has identified you as a person to serve as his/her work referee or academic referee. This information will help us to evaluate each applicant objectively. As part of the application process, the applicant has waived and renounced all rights of access, including those established by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), to any letter or letters of reference or confidential letters of recommendation. Please, address the following in your respective letter of reference.
	Work Reference:
from employer or work supervisor:
	Academic Reference:
from Academic Advisor or Faculty Member

	· Capacity in which you know the applicant
	· Capacity in which you know the applicant

	· Commitment to excellence in performance
	· Commitment to excellence in learning

	· Skills learned and mastered
	· Mastery of subject matter

	· Ability to grasp new skills and solve problems
	· Ability to grasp new concepts and theorize

	· Leadership and ability to get along with others
	· Leadership and ability to get along with others

	· Self-reliance and taking responsibility
	· Self-reliance and taking responsibility

	· Attendance and punctuality
	· Attendance and punctuality

	· Ability to set priorities and meet goals
	· Ability to set priorities and meet goals

	· Personality and attitude
	· Personality and attitude

	· Strengths and weaknesses
	· Strengths and weaknesses


Please type or write your reference on your organization’s stationery and seal in an envelope with your signature over the flap. Present the sealed envelope to the applicant for inclusion with his/her other application materials.

Alternatively, if you prefer not to give your reference letter to the applicant, please, submit it directly to Longwood Gardens at the address, FAX, or e-mail address below. For the applicant’s full consideration, your letter must be received at Longwood Gardens by July 2, 2012.
MAIL or E-MAIL TO: 
Longwood Gardens
Education Dept., Office of Domestic & International Studies
P.O. Box 501
Kennett Square, PA 19348-0501
USA

Telephone: 610-388-5401FAX: 610-388-5488
E-mail: edu-studies@longwoodgardens.org 
Longwood Gardens, Inc., reserves the right to alter the Professional Gardener Program or its contents at any time without prior notice. Longwood is committed to the principle of equal educational opportunities without discrimination by race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, presence of a legally protected disability, or any other legally protected status.
Rev.: 11/9/11 9:54 AM
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